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1 your Light 1 ine WY . that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glo- 
. WL your Father which is in Heaven. 


* 


45 HE Deſig n of ou Bleſted Lord 
in theſe Words, was to direct, 
io reg ulate the outward 4 87 
age 150 Demeanour of his 
Dif ples and Followers ; 3 that 
2 1805 57 their Actions as came 


undder the Notice and Obſervation of other 
Men, ttiight be ſo good, fo reputable, and 
| praile-worthy, as to illoſtrate the Excellency 
of che Goſpel, inſpire the Beholders with ju 
Sentiments concerfling it, induce them to em- 
„ HPtace and five up to the Rules of it, and there- 
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glorify Gov ; who, r and 
doption in Chriſt Jetvs, i is, in an eſpecial 
Sen a a Father of the Fa. ; 


A2 


Tux 


4 ASNRMON ok rhe Nee "A 


Tu E Words ſeem * ap pplicabe to 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, the Paſtors of his Flock, 
and Miniſters of Religion. They, whoſe pecu- 
liar Province it is, to collect and prepare fit 
Subjects for his heavenly Kingdom, ought, like 
his Forerunner, to whom the ſame Office was 
aſſigned, to be burning and ſhining Lights ; 
not only to be blameleſs in all Things, but Pat- 
terns of good Works, and viſibly to walk in the / 

Way which they point out to others. | 

N 4 1 £5 b A | | 
Bur there is no Reaſon for reſtraining the 

Words to . theſe only.; the preceding Verſes 

contain a Promiſe of Bleſſings annexed to the 

Performance of general Duties. The whole 
Sermon is compoſed of ſuch Maxims, and 
Rules of Life, as all Chriſtians are concern- 
ed in; neither are the Metaphors of Salt and 
Light. ſo peculiar to the Preachers of the Go- 
ſpel, as to exclude private Profeſſors : for, as -.\ 

It is the Property of Salt, to give a Savour and 
Reliſh, to preſerve from Putrefaction, to en- 
rich and make Land fruitful; ſo every Man 
that is a Credit and Ornament to his Profeſſion, 

B that preſerves himſelf, and contributes to pre- 

| ſerve others from Corruption, and make them 

| fruitful in good Works, is very appoſitely re- 
| by Salt. Nor is the Metaphor of 
Light leſs properly applied to any Perfon, who 
by the Luſtre of his Example, does in any De- 

gree diflipate the Darkneſs of Ignorance and 
Sin, and ſpread the Light of Truth and Virtue, 
as far as the N * * n reaches, £2, 


> my : ; 
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| 
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| Tu 1 Makes? indeed. che o is rom 
k which the Light is emitted, the larger is the 
| Space through. which it is extended ; Men, 
therefore, of high Ranks and Stations, either in 
Church or State, have a more extenſive Iuflu- 
ence, and are capable of doing much more 
Good. in the World, than, meaner Chriſtians 
are; yet theſe are not exempted m doing all 
they . 230 5 
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Nar, Gaartar Virtue, a riet Candy 
A; the Rules of the Goſpel, does of itſelf raiſe, 
even a Man of low Degree, to ſuch an Ei- 
nence, as may render him conſpicuous, enable 
him to ſcatter Light around him, and to en- 
large the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. For which 
Reaſons, common Chriſtians, who are illumi- 
nated by the Holy Spirit of Gop, and are in a 
greater meaſure Partakers of that Light, which 

/ lighteth-every man that cometh into the world, 
are by St. Paul called, Light, in the Lord; and 
exhorted to wall as children of Light. 4 arty 1 
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I is, then, to all that profeſs the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to all who, by complying with 
| the Terms of the Goſpel, hope. to obtain the 
| promiſed Reward, or would eſcape the threat- 
. ned Puniſhment, to whom their Bleſſed Maſter 
addreſſes himſelf in theſe Words; Let your light 
fo ſhine before men, that they may ze your good 
Eo worſe, and glorify your Father which is en. 


In treating which Subj ject, I hall conſider 
mare e the Duey here enjoined ; the 
"le Grounds 


Brereiſes 


c * " « a * a „ 
6 A'Stklon be ile Soojeties = 


Grounds of its Obligation; the Ends and Rea- 
tons of ir, and /Motives chat enforce it : "ending 
the whole with an Application ſuited to the 
Oecaſiom of . \ proſe ants 550 


aul firſt; it may not the pr er to 5 

_ ſerve, That this Duty of letting our pr 8 
before Men, the doing our good Works in 10 15 
viſible and publiek a Manner, that others may 
fee and obſerve them, ſeems to contradict tho 
Precepts of the Goſpel, whereby we are obliged 
ro do many good Works in ſecret; as when we 
Pray, to enter into our Cloſets, and hut the 
Doors; when we Faſt; ſo to order it, as that 
we appear not unto Men to faſt; when we do our 
Als, not to let our leff band knw that out 
rb band dotb: it ſeems to oppoſe itſelf to that 
diſtinguiſhing Grace of a true Chriſtian, which 
ever incl ines him to ſhun an affected Pomp of 
Piety, the Parade and Oſtentation of Virtue, 
to be contented with the filent Approbation of 
Conſcienee, and the Favour of deere, e 
of the Praiſe of Men. 


Uo By T Truth cannot be igconüiſtent with it- 
l, neither can one Cortimian® of our Bleſſed 
Lord interfere With another: there are ſeveral 
Duties, the very Nature of which is incompas 
ile Wien a Blick geene of Action; as retired 
- Devorien; and Repentanee, the 
communing with our own Hearts, and fares. 
ing inte the State of our Souls. Others, that 
require the Intervention of few Witneſſes, as : 
the difpenſing our Alms, the admeniſhing and 
| one ON Brecher, whilſt there 
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any reaſonable Hope, that mild and gentle 
Methods will avail to reclaim. him, without 
| putting him to open Shame. Theſe, in which 
| the Publick 'is not ſo immediately intereſted, 


| our Bleſſed Saviour hath taught us to perform 
in ſecret; to ſecure our Integrity, againſt the 


Intruſions of Vain-glory, or Suſpicions of Hy- 
pPocriſy, and to ſatisfy our own Conſciences, 


that we ſeek not to pleaſe Men, but Gop, who 
ſcarcheth the Hearts, The Applauſe of Men, 
or any worldly Advantage, thence accruing. to 
qurſelves, ought not to be the End of any of. 
'  qur good Actions, even ſuch as are moſt pyb- 
lick; the Notice which Men may take, the 
Judgment which they will paſs upon them, is 
only to be regarded by us, as the Means of 
promoting Gop's Glory, to which all we do is 
ultimately to be referred. n ien . 


VW arzvxk we do, we are to do it as the 
not unto men: but when we have firſt taken 
care to purify our Intentions from all ſiniſter 
and worldly Views, and are fatisfied, that a 
Reſpect to Gop, and our Duty, is the prevail- 
ing Motive and Principle of Action, it would 
be carrying our Humility to a culpable Extreme, 
if, in order to avoid the Praiſe of Men, we de- 
clined the Diſcharge of any Duty, or omitted 
to ſhew it in that advantageous Point of Light, - 
in which it gught to appear. As, on the other 
hand, to decline it threugh Fear of their Cen- 
ſures, and unjuſt Imputations, or indeed of any 


unwor- 


Thing which a malicious World can ſay gr do, 
| argues Cowardice, and Baſeneſt 01 


Ys 


unworthy the Character of a faithful Soldier of 
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Wx are obliged to do ſeveral Things, which 
cannot be done at all without being known, 
and obſerved by others; as, to make a publick 
Profeſſion of our Faith, which is called in the 
Goſpel, the confeſing of Feſus Chriſt before Men, 
and to aſſemble ourſelves together, for com- 
mon Acts of Adoration, and Homage to Gop: 
of a like Nature are all ſuch Actions, as are 
adapted to advance the Honour and Reputation 
of Religion, and recommend it to general Prac- 
rice. Hence we are enjoined, to provide things 
honeſt, j. e. fair and honourable, in the fight 
| of all men; and, whatſoever things are lovely, 
and of good report; if there be any virtue, and 
F there be any praiſe, to think on theſe things. 
Juſtice and Equity, Affability and Courteſy, 
Truth and Fidelity, Meekneſs and Moderation, 
are all indiſpenſibly required of us, have an un- 
diſputed Reference to Society, and unavoidably 
attract the publiek Notice: Of the ſame kind 
likewiſe is a ſeaſonable Zeal, in Defence of the 
Faith, againſt the open Attacks of avowed 
Enemies, or the more injurious Treachery of 
pretended Friends; ſuch are ſocial Confedera- 
cies againſt Vice, united Endeavours to ſtop its 
further Progreſs, and to promote the Intereſts 
of Piety and Virtue in the World. a 


Tu os E who diſcharge theſe Duties, can no 
more be hid, than à city that is V. on an bill, 

or a lighted candle on à candleſtick; or if they 
could be concealed, it is not fit they ſnould: 

CO | nothing 


7 75 TI TI for \ oj tn) mation of Manners. N 9 7 
ghothing dught to intercept a Light ſo beneficial 
to Men, und ſo glorious to Gop. As the Ma- 
nifeſtation of his Glory was the final End of 
our Creation, ſo ought it to be of all our Ac- 
tions. His eſſential Glory indeed is as inca- 
pable of Inereaſe, as it is of Diminution. Gon, 
| all- ſufficient to himſelf; can receive no Acceſ- 
ſion of Happineſs, ''or Glory, from his Crea- 
tures ; all that we are capable of doing is, by 
the inward Sentiments of our Hearts, the 
Words of our Mouths, and Actions of our 
Lives, to acknowledge and ſet forth his Glory, 
and be inſtrumental in diffuſing the ſame juſt 


Senſe of it over the reſt of Mankind. 


 GLoxy, in chis relative Acceptation, is of 

a publick Nature, requires the Union of many 
Hearts, the Harmony of many Voices, con- 
curring in the Celebration of it. But how 

5 ſhall we prevail upon others to join with us in 
ſo reaſonable a Service? Will Arguments and 
Exhortations be ſufficient of themſelves ? We 
know by Experience they will not. A bright 
- Example manifeſts. the Power of him that 
hath called us from Darkneſs to his mar- 

| vellous Light, much better than the moſt 
\ weighty Arguments, or moſt eloquent Ha- 
| moan Ge vg 


Gov himſelf is inviſible; but when we 
n bear his Image, in Righteouſneſs, and trus 
Hlolineſs, the Copy, though faint and imper- 
fleck, ſerves to give 2 great Idea to the Orig» 
1 nal; induees us to admire, to praiſe, and Mage 


. 
o 


7 
£ 9 
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$ nity -him, from whoſe- inexhauſtible Spring 
ſuch amiable Graces and Virtues perpetually 
flow. G0 D is further glorified, by that 
Eſteem and Reputation, which an open Con- 
formity to the Rules and Precepts of Religion 
is apt to procute it, as well as prevent and 
Wipe off thoſe Reproaches and Calumnies, 
which a contrary, Behaviour would bring upon 
it, Hence ate Servants exhorted by St. Paul, 
(and the Reaſons of the Exhortation are full 
as ſtrong upon others) faithfully to acquit 
themſelves of the ſeveral Duties of their 
Condition, that they might adorn the Doctrine 


of God our Saviour in all things, and that 


the Name of Gop and his Doctrine might 


not be blaſphemed : ſuppoſing, that if the 


Lives and Converſations of Chriſtians were 
unbecoming the Goſpel, though ſuch incon- 
fiſtent Profeſſors were only blameable, the 


Reproach and Scandal would fall upon Chri- 


ſtianity itſelf, and even upon its Bleſſed Au- 
thor. This likewiſe is the Import and In- 
tent of St. Peter's Exhortation to Chriftians 
in general, to have their converſation honeſt 
among the Gentiles; that whereas they ſpeak 
. againſt you, as evil doers, tbey may - glorify 


God. Where this Expreſſion ſeems to de- 


note, a Confeſſion drawn from Infidels, upon 
a more exact Enquiry into the Behaviour 


of Chriſtians that they had had wrong No- 


tions of them, their Religion, and their 


Gop; that they had ſpoken againſt them 


without a Cauſe; that they were an inno- 


N 
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gion a holy Inſtitution, highly advantageous 
Men; — Oy und Honour Would 
nter, to Go. e D's * 
| „An D what che Eiben were to ab its 
mitive Chriſtians, are all profane, and pro. 
fligate Sinners to us, who dwell amongſt 
them; they are no leſs ready to ſlander and 
decry the Profeſſors of Religion, if they are 
85 Weed by the ſteady Conſiſtency of "hits 
Piety and Virtue, tq revere and eſteem them. 
When Patience and Moderation, Sobriety 
and Temperance, Meekneſs and Humiliry, 
Benevolence and Charity, ſhine forth. in the 
general Tenor of their Practice; they not 
only Alence gainſayers, but ingratiate and re- 
commend the Law that preſcribes. them; and 


ſpread the Efficacy of it as far as 1 > Light: of 
Fr ———_ reach. 150 1 ; 


Tu Welfare of our e u | Spi- * 
citital: and Temporal (which, by all the Ties 
2 Nature and Religion, we are bound to 
romote to the utmoſt of our Power) no 


ſs exacts from us an 5 and viſible Diſ- 
charge of our Duty. In this Reſpect, we 
are Debtors to all, both to the wiſe and un- 


49:/e. As we are ſocial Creatures, we ought | 


to have no ſeparate "Intereſts; it were unna- 


tural for one Member to ſeek its q. par- 
ticular Good, excluſive of that of the other 
Members, of which the whole Body i is com- 


to ſed. Hence every Man is enjoined, not to 


1 on 1 o things, but ** on the things | 


B 2 


of others; to care one for another, to confider 
bne another, to | provoke unto: love, and good 
WOrks.. Theſe are Duties, which. 4 --charj- 
table Regard for the Proſperity and Happineſs 


of our Brethren requires from us: but the 


ſetting before them a good Example, is the 
moſt eaſy and compendious, as well as moſt 
efffectual Way of doing them thę greateſt 

Laps © 8 * 511 * 90 1 10 1 


Tun World is not yet ſo corrupt, but 
that there ſtill remain ſome Seeds and Prin- 


cit 

Or molt Men 3 Which Aa: View of > the happy 
Fruits they produce in others, an obſervable, 
uniform, - {clf-canſiſtent Virtue, - is very apt 


ro nouriſh and draw for th. 4 The Difficulties 


of + a Religious Caurſe of Life, which are 


encreaſed by the natural Corruptions of Men, 


give them an unhappy Reluctance to ſer a- 


bout it: but when they have the inconteſt- 
able Evidence of Senſe and Experience, that 
Men of like Paſſions and Infirmities wirh 
themſelves have got over theſe Difficulties, 


and conquered this Reluctance, it ſerves o 


animate their Courage, to raiſe their Hopes, 
and invigorate their Reſolution, to attempt, 
and enable them, by the Help of Go, to 


execute what the others ſo well have ſug- 


79 7 


' - VERBAL 'Reproofs, and other ſeverer Me- 
. 3 of Reformation, however neceſſary, 


N 8 tion, 


r Religion and Virtue in the Minds 


however kind, and charitable in their Inten- 


12 4 $82MoN Beere ih Mae, 
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| + tion,/tog often meet with very ungrateful Re- 
turns, from bold Offenders: but the virtual! 
Rebuke of an Exemplary Life, does not ex= {| 
poſe a good Man to ſuch diſcouraging: Inſults; # 
it is a ſilent Reproach, that condemns a Sin- 
ners Conduct, and alarms his Conſcience; ! 
without giving him a Pretence to complain, 
or ſtigmatize ſuch a Monitor, as a buſy Bodỹx 
in other Mens Matters. And what is a more 
confiderable Recommendation of it, whilſt 
we are thus inſtructing, exciting, and aſſiſt- 
ing others to become virtuous and happy, we 
are not diverted from the Proſecution of our 
own proper Work and Buſineſs ; whilſt we 
are thus Guides to others, we do not go out 
of our own Way: by attracting them, we 
add a new Impulſe. to our own; Motion; the 
Companions we gain, ſerve to ſmooth the 
fugged Paths, to ſtrengthen us againſt Op- 
| poſition, and encourage us to perſevere, from 
2 Proſpect of a more glorious Reward, which 
will be given to thoſe who have been che 
happy Inſtruments of turning many to Righte- 
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Tux Time generally allotted to Diſcourſes | 
of this Nature, will not ſuffer me to enlarge 
upon, or even to mention, ſeveral other Mo- 
tives, proper to recommend and enforce the 
Precept of my Text; and the particular 
Intent of our preſent Meeting, calls upon 
me to apply what remains to the commen- 
dable Work, in which many of this Audience 
- are engaged, and to which the om 1 
Tv ow I ave 
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have been now treating has ſo manifeſt a 
be f 1 * * . FX ; . 4 J 1 4 4 0 % * N : © 474 : | 

Relation. er 
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en e . JJ And HL OT ANIL 
+ Phyſician, heal thy ſelf, is a Proverb; that 
will always be too ature applied, to 
ſuch as pretend to reform others, whilſt they 
continue unreformed themſelves ; who pro- 
feſs to cure the Spiritual Maladies of their 
Neighbours, whilſt they labour under the 
fame, or any other of a like Nature Eve- 
ry Step they take, in the Execution of their 
Deſign, is an implicit e their own 
Conduct; and ſets them forth to View, ei- 
ther as ſcandalous Hypocrites, or inconſiſtent 
Fools; who defeat their own Purpoſe, and 
expoſe it to the Mockery and Ridicule of 
profane Libertines. Wherefore it nearly con- 
cerns all thoſe, who have willingly under- 
taken to be publick Inſtruments of a general 
Reformation, to be particularly careful, to 
evidence the Simplicity of their Views, and 
the Purity of their Intentions, by the irre- 
fragable Argument of a good Liſe: And, 
whilſt they are diligent in the Uſe of all 
other proper Means of converting Sinners from 
the Error of their Ways, never to neglect the 
beſt, and which of itſelf is often moſt prevalent 
and effectual, and without which no other can 
atta in its End; I mean, to ſet before them the 
Light of a good Example; which is a perpetual 
Inſtructor, an inſinuating Counſellor, a decent 


N 
* 


Reprover; and gives a graceful Energy to all 


the other Means, which daring Vice has made 
neceſſary to ſtop its Progreſs. : ** - . 2 - 44% 
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Iwo ro not be chought 5 to intimate «1 


theſe Reflections, that any of the Members 


of your Societies are wanting, either to them- 


ſelves, or the Publick, in this Reſpect; the 
Silence of your Adverſaries, who are quick- 
ſighted enough to ſpy out, and malicious 
enough to aggravate, your Failures, - are a 


ſufficient Proof, that you want no Moni» | 


tions on this Head, Little more; remains for 
me, with Reſpe&t to you, than briefly to 
exhort you, To continue to hold forth the 
fame ſteady Light; to go on in the Proſecu- 
tion of the Work you have undertaken, with 
Alacrity and Conſtancy ; unmoved by ſuch 


Diſcouragements as you muſt t Tong 
as well as experienced. 


THz c greateſt Difficulties which your So- 


cieties had to encounter, muſt have been at 


the Beginning, when they were firſt formed ; 
the Devil and his Agents (for you are not 
ignorant of his Devices) muſt needs have been 


much alarmed, at the firſt News of ſuch a 
Confederacy againſt them; and would, doubt- 


leſs, play all their Engines, uſe all the Arts 


which Malice or Subtilty could ſuggeſt, to de- 
feat, in its Infancy, a Project, ſo evidently 


calculated to overthrow his Kingdom. But, 


as you have happily oppoſed his firſt and 
ſtrongeſt Efforts; as you have perſiſted in this 
Oppoſition for more than Forty Years, and 


the grand Enemy has viſibly fled before you; 


2 no „ or nen of your firſt 


Zeal, 
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Zeal, ever encourage him to rally, or re- 7 


new the Fight, with greater Advantage a: 
Tux ſtrongeſt Holds of Satan are, it is 
to be feared, too well guarded, to ſuffer much 
by your Attacks: The Out-works lie more 


open, and within your Reach ; and though 
they are numerous that guard them, they _ 
are neither ſo well armed, nor ſo commo= ' 
diouſly ſtationed, as to be able to withſtand *'* 
a vigorous 3 theſe may be either beaten 
from their Poſts, or, perhaps, perſuaded: to 
deſert their Leader, to become your Fellow - 
Soldiers, to fight under the Banner of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and make Head againſt his Enemies, 
and thoſe of his heavenly Father. For it is 
the Cauſe of Gop, and his Bleſſed Son, that 
Wiernn m...... Þ 


Fux End of his coming into the World, 
was, to deſtroy the works of the devil; to 
turn men from the power of Satan unto GOD; 
to erect in their hearts his Kingdom upon earth, 
and to prepare them for his Kingdom in Hea- 

ven. In this you are Fellow- Workers toge- 
ther with Him; and ſuch an Employment 
is your greateſt Glory, and will be the Means 
of your greateſt Happineſs. - Vice and Im- 

- morality, it muſt be confeſſed, in all their 
uſual Forms, till abound amongſt us: Night- 
walking Proſtitutes, who, by the vigilant Care 

of the Magiſtrates of this City, have been 
many of them driven from their uſual Stands 
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in the publick Streets, ſtill infeſt the Suburbs, 
in as great Numbers as ever; a Remnant of 
monſtrous and unnatural Sinners eſcape your 


Notice; or, if detected, baffle Conviction, 
and come off with Impunity. Horrid Oaths 


and Curſes continually aſſault our Ears; 


. Sloth and Idleneſs, Drunkenneſs and Debau- 


chery, ſtill reign amongſt the common Peo- 


ple: the Retailers of Spirituous and Intoxi- 
cating Liquors go on to elude the Laws, 


and their Partiſans openly trample upon the 
Authority of the Magiſtrate, and make it 


dangerous to give Informations againſt them. 
But what then? Ought your Zeal to wax . 


cold, becauſe Iniquity abounds? becauſe the 


World is very bad, ſhould that Conſideration 


preclude all reaſonable Endeavours to make 


it better? Were the former Days, think you, 


better than theſe? Has it not been the gene- 
ral and juſt Complaint of all Ages, That 
Corruption, as an impetuous Torrent, bore 
down all before it. Did this known Truth, 
or even the ſmall Hopes of Succeſs, in their 


Endeavours to ſtem this Torrent, ever cauſe 


the faithful Servants of God to remit their 
Endeavours? When all Fleſh had corrupted 
his Way upon the Earth, was Noah leſs ac- 
tive to reform Mankind ? Was the Zeal of 
Elias leſs fervent, in the general Corruption 
of Iſrael, when he ſtood alone, and his Ene- 


mies ſought to take away his Life? Have 


not the beſt Men, who were engaged in the 

ſame- good Deſign, complained, that they had 

laboured in vain, and ſpent their ere 
: 1 5 8 


* 


UA 


for nought ? Did not our Hleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf often manure and cultivate : a barren 
Soil? Did not a great Part of the Seed 
which he ſowed, periſh, without producing 
any Fruit? You will have no Reaſon, there- 


fore, to be diſcouraged, though the Event 


does not fully anſwer your Intentions. Much 
Good, doubtleſs, you have done; much more 
you may do ; eſpecially if they, from whom 
you have moſt Reaſon to expect Aſſiſtance, 


are not backward to give it you. 


To You it is owing, that the World (bad 
as it is) is not much worſe; that if the ob- 


durate Hearts of abandoned and incorrigible 


Sinners have not been wrought upon, their 
gutward Actions have been reſtrained, and 
they have been obliged to be more cautious 
and reſerved: for when they have loſt all 
Senſe of Shame and Duty, they have ſtill a 


Senſe of Puniſhment left; and the Fear of 


ſuch Puniſhment keeps them within narrower 


Bounds, and hinders the Infection of their 


Example from ſpreading ſo far as otherwiſe 
it would do. And many, without doubt, 
who have not gone ſuch Lengths in Wick- 


edneſs, whole Conſciences are not yet ſeared, 


and Hearts impenetrable, have, by a ſeaſonable 
Execution of the Laws, through your Means, 


been checked in their Career, and, by timely 
Reflections, brought to forſake what they 


are made ſenſible will immediately produce 


bitter Fruits. Vou have likewiſe greatly con- 


tributed to preſerve the Innocence of many, 
ie hw e 


lead others to preſent Shame an 
but have this further Advantage, that the 
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who are not only deterred from venturing to 


4 


tread in thoſe Paths, which they 0 fee 
1 Miſery; 


more fayourable Occaſions and Opportunities 
of Vice are removed to a greater Diſtance; 


many of its Avenues ſhut up, and Tempta- 
tions no longer obtrude upon them, in the 
moſt frequented Places of Reſort: which, 


was Vice ſuffered to range uncontrolled , 
would aſſault unwary Youth from. every Quar- 
ter, often over-power and bring them to De- 


ſtruction, both of Body and Soul. You have 
been further inſtrumental, in keeping up a 


publick Senſe of Religion amongſt us; which 


7 proper Obſervation of the Lord's Day has 


ſo obvious a Tendency to preſerve, by con- 
tinuing, with unwearied Application, and 


through many Diſcouragements, to cauſe the 


Laws to be executed upon ſuch as notoriouſly 

rofane it; and have, in many Inſtances, 
helped to wipe off an Aſperſion upon our 
Country, — that we have the beſt Laws, and 
worſt executed, of any Nation under Heaven. 


This we have good Grounds to hope will no 


longer be our Reproach. 


TAE exemplary Zeal of the Lord-Mayor, 
the hearty Concurrence of the other Magi- 


* rates of this great City, muſt needs give ? 
Heat, as well as Light, to all the neighbour- 
ing ones; and ſpread its Influence over the 


whole Kingdom. Bur ſhould there be any, 
who ( from the Regard they ought to have 
8 „„ 1 8 to 
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to the Glory of Gop, the Advancement of 

Religion, the Proſperity of their Country, 
the End of their Office, and Obligation of 

* Their Oaths) are equally bound to be dili- 
gent, and active, in removing the Obſtacles, 

and plaining the Way to the Execution of 
the Laws; yet, unaffected by ſuch an Ex- 
ample, -they would be altogether unexcuſable, 
as well as juſtly chargeable, with all the Miſ- 
chiefs that enſue from their Indolence and 
Supineneſs. 5 


- 
: 


Tre Lights of the City, whether taken 
literally or metaphorically (though of ſignal 
Uſe and Advantage to it, and naturally tend- 

Ing to the Benefit of other Places, by move- 
ing them to follow the Pattern that is ſet 
them) do yet, and will ſtill (if the Workers of 
Darkneſs, who ſhun the Light, leſt their deeds 
| Should be reproved, and puniſhed, are only obliged 
to change the Scene, and . retire to more 
ſecure and undiſturbed Retreats in the Out- 
Parts) through an accidental Effect of ſuch 
Lights, bring an Encreaſe of Miſchief upon 
thoſe Places to which thoſe Reprobates are 
driven. This is certainly the Caſe at pre- 
ſent; and the Evil, I am perſuaded, is owing, 
amongſt other Cauſes, to the great Numbers 
of Victualling or Tippling Houſes in the 
Out-Pariſhes, ſo diſproportionate to all the 
-  Teaſonable Ends and Uſes for which ſuch 
Houſes are allowed; many of which are no- 
ted Receptacles of idle Vagrants,  thieviſh 
_ © Harlots, Houſe-breakers, Street, Robbers, $9 : 
Moen» LD | other 
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bother Peſts of . It is owing to the 
ſcandalous Neglect of Conſtables, and other 
Pariſh- Officers, to the baſe Connivance of 
Beadles and Headboroughs, to the partial 
Repreſentations of ſelf- intereſted Agents, who 
Rifle Informations againſt diſorderly Houſes, 
and find their Account in ſoliciting and pro- 

_ curing a Renewal of their Licences. Bur, 
whatever may be the true Cauſe, the Evil 
itſelf is apparent and palpable, and calls 
loudly for a Remedy; which, whether it 
be eaſy to preſcribe or not, it is certainly 
difficult to prevail upon- thoſe that are moſt 
concerned, to apply it; who, though they 
feel the Miſchief, are too flothful, or too 
buſy, to take Pains to prevent it. The Evil, 
I fear, will continue to take its Courſe, un- 
leſs the Inhabitants of the large and pop” 4 
lous Pariſhes, within the Suburbs, could be 
more generally prevailed upon, to elect in- 
to Offices (on the due Execution of which 
the Peace and Welfare of the Community 
ſo much depend) Men, who dread the Guilt 
of Perjury, who fear God, and hate Cove- 
touſneſs; or a Way can be found to com- 
pel ſuch as we commonly have, to a more 
exact Diſcharge of their reſpective Duties. 
The prudent Zeal of worthy Magiſtrates, 
exerted in a cloſe Inſpection into the Beha- 
viour of Officers ſubject to their Authori- 
ty; in kindly receiving and encouraging 
well-meaning Informers, and heartily con- 
curring, with the Gentlemen of theſe Socie- | 
dies, to facilitate their generous Labours, will | 
TS Bel make 
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make the Evil at leaſt: mote tolerable, till 
the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature ſhall (which 
is much to be wiſhed) provide a more ef- 

fectual Remedy.  _ ee 


Ils the mean time, let what is wanting, 
through the Lukewarmneſs and Indifference, 
or more criminal Defects of others, be ſup- 


plied, by your more active and true Chris» 


ſtian Zeal: and let good Men, of all Or- 
ders and Degrees amongſt us, who have the 
Honour of God and % Welfare of their 
Country at Heart, be the more ready to give 
| ſuch Aſſiſtance as they are able, to the pro- 
moting of this good Work. Many noble 
and beneficial Charities have been ſet on 
foot, in and about this populous City, and 
ſupported by the caſual, or rather providen- 
tial Beneficence of good Chriſtians; into 
whoſe Hearts Gop hath put it, to ſend in 
ſeaſonable Supplies to thoſe that are aſſoci- 
ated for the Management of them; and 
without which they could not have been 
carried on with that wonderful Succeſs with 
which it hath pleaſed Go p to bleſs them. 


_ AND is not the Work you are engaged 
in, a Work of Charity? Is it not a Labour 
of Love, and attended with great Expence; 
which a few Perſons, though liberal and 
willing, muſt be leſs able to bear? Why 
then are they, who are Rich in this world's 
goods, and actuated by that comprehenſive 
Virtue, that takes in all poſſible Ways of 


doing ; 


—— —— —ͤ—ũ— 


—— —⏑ꝓ—ũ 4. ——— v - 


—— ———U!—. —. ß... —⅛ 


er Reformation of Manners. 23 
doing Good, who are continually ſending 


forth, from the never-failing Source of their 


Charity, Waters of Comfort on every Side; 
why, I ſay, are they forgetful to direct ſome 
of its refreſhing Streams through this Chan- 
nel, where they are no leſs wanted, and will 


 Tr1s Kind of Charity needs not to re- 
commend itſelf, or raiſe its own Worth, b 

depreciating others, with which it heartily 
concurs : nay, it is a neceſſary Suppletory, to 
make ſome of them more effectual; parti- 


cularly that which provides for the Educa- 


tion of poor Children, in the nurture and 
admonition 'of the Lord : that the Piety and 


Virtue inſtilled into them in their tender 
' Years, may not afterwards be loſt, through 


the overbearing Prevalence of Vice unre- 
ſtrained. 3 


IT manifeſtly tends to avert the Divine 


Wrath; to draw down the Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven, and to make our Nation glorious and 
proſperous # as its Aim is to drive out that 


which is the greateſt Reproach of any Peo- 
ple, that which makes them weak and con- 


temptible; and to introduce that which 


exalteth a Nation, which gives them a 


Name amongſt their Neighbours, who will 


always be afraid to injure or invade a Peo- 
ple, whom Virtue inſpires with Unity and 


Courage; who have thence better Grounds 


to 
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to hope, that they are under the more imme- 
diate Protection of Providence, and have the 
Lo RD for their Gov. Po OS 


| - NOW to GOD the FATHER, GOD 

= the SON, and GOD the HOLY 
GHOST, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty, 

and Dominion, henceforth and for ever. 
A 4 Y; 
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The FoxTy-THIRD 


© F THE 
PROGRESS made i in the 


Cities of Londonand Weſminfe 5 


And Places adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
a Reformation of Manners ; 


By furthering the Execution of the La w $ 


againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, and 1 


by other Chriſtian Methods. 


cieties, for the more effectual carrying 


be further proved, after what bas been ſaid 


i mY with 
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HE ee of Uniting in $92 1 


on 2 Work of this Nature, need not 


with ſo much Advantage upon that Subject by 
the Annual Reformation Sermons; as alſo by 
the excellent Author of the hole Duty of 
Man, who, in his'Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the 
| Decay of Chriſtian Piety, hath this remarkable 
| Paſſage : The Scandal, ſaith he, brought upon 
Religion, as it was not contratted by the Irre- 
| eularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſociated 
and common Crimes; ſoneither will it beremoved 
by a few ſingle and private Reformations. T here 
muſt be Combinations and publick Confederacies 
in Virtue, to ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe of 
Vice, or ſhe will never recover that Honour which 
| ſheacquir'd by the general Piety of ber Profeſſors. 


Pranks be to God, many ſuch Combinations 
and publick Confederacies arc now in Being, 
| who make it a great Part of their Buſineſs to op- 
| poſe aſſociated, as well as particular Offenders, 


Tue Societies for Reformaticn of Manners are 
eminently of that Number: And the Uſeful- 
neſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what 
has been actually brought about through 
Gop's Bleſſing on the Means made uſe of by 
the ſaid Societies, far beyond what could have 
been hoped for from any private Endeavours. 
Multitudes, for theſe Fortythree Tears laſt paſt, 

have been proſecuted, and puniſh'd according to 
Law, for lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Bawdy-houſes, Sodomitical Haunts, 
Common Gaming-houſes, and other Diſorderly 

9 . Houſes, 


ws 


the Streets very much purg d from the wretched 


Aan 


| tanks: have 1 ſuppreſſed and ſhut up; and 


Tribe of Night-walking Proſtitutes and moſt de- | 
teſtable Sodomites, Many young Men, taken with | 
lewd Women, have, by their being brought to | 
timely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſcou- 
| 1 and turned (as we have reaſon to hope) 
from following ſuch ſinful Courſes, which often 
cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, 
c. and bring themſelves to utter Ruin, More- 
over, many Thouſands of good Books have been 
diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout the King- 
dom, and put into the Hands of lewd and pro- 
fane Perſons, to awaken them to a Sent. of 
their Sins. By theſe various Methods, many 
| Perſons have, thro Divine Grace, been brought 
to a Senſe of their Sin and extream Danger ; 
and tho' they have at firſt been exaſperated 
_ againſt the Inſtruments of awakening them 
out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 
them in their ſinful Courſes; yet have they 
afterwards bleſſed G op for their Recovery, 
.and been heartily thankful to thoſe, who 
"a been ſerviceable to them rden ; 


Tris 3 begun by a very few 
Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only 
in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And 
the great Good which, by G o 0's Bleſſing, has/ |} 
been done by the ſaid Societies, has very much 
animated £4 Endeavours. They likewiſe 
5 been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Pro- |} 

PRI + 7 clama- 
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ehm tot, Orders of Seſſions, Preſentments of 
Grand- Juries in many Counties in Englaud; 

by the Lord-Mayors and Court of Aldermen 
of the City of London; by many Sermons of 
the Right Re e\ verend the Biſhops, and other 
eminent Divines, preached to the Societies ; 

and by the Writings of other learned Men; 
as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a confi- 
' derable Number of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
| ent and the Honourable Judges of England 
and Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Proteſtant Churches. n 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, That « chene and 
| Debauchery do very much abound, for Want 
of a more general and hearty Concutrence in 
this Work of Perſons of all Orders amongft us, 
in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Concern, 


Tus faid Soietias have proſceuted, and 
been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Fit of 
December 1736, to the Firſt of "December 
1737, divers ſorts of Offenders, ee e 


For Lond: and Diſorderl Pr aftices wm 95 
Sabbarh-Breakers | — — 303 
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Profaneneſs, for Forty-three Years laſt paſt, are 
calculated at about One hundred und one 
Ti Bonſand, one Hanared and rhirty enghe. 


Tur pave Alf been afliſting 5 in bringing 
to Puniſhment feveral Sdomitical Hoſes, as | 
well as divers Perſons for Syulomy, and Saomi- 
tical Praffices, who have been proſecuted by | 
the Direction, and at the 840 of the Go- 
W | 


Tu OSE thiteford” that. N a jolt Zeal 
fer the Honour of GOD; who deſire to 
prevent the ſpreading of the Leproſy of Sin; 
who are unwilling to have their Children and 
other Relations, or their Friends and Ser- 
_ wants, corrupted by ill Examples and wick- 
ed Allurements: Thoſe that ſincerely with well 
to thoſe excellent and hopeful Nurſeries of 
Pietyand good Manners, the CnARTTY Schools; 
and would be heartily g grieved to fee the Chriſ⸗ 
tian Iaſtruction and pions Education that Chil- 
dren receive therein, miſcarry, through pre- 
vailing open Temptations to Wickedneſs, and | 
C general Contempt of the pure and holy Re- 
ligion of our bleſfed Redeemer Jeſus Chrift : | 
ho hoſe, laſtly, who have any due Love to their 
Sus nnd would prevent a National Guilt, | 
and thereby keep off National Judgments, can- 
not poſſibly, one would think, but heartily ap- 
55 GR this uſeful Deſign for ſuppreſ- 


r 4+ be and Immorality. - 


Now, 


ö 


N ow, Wheroas fame bat 8 FOE RFK 
inſinuated, That it is not Reformation 
which is intended, but the getting of Mo- 
ney from the Delinquents and * ſuch 

baſe and vile Reports have impoſed on 

ſome very well-meaning People: It is here - 
by declared to the World, That ſuch a 
...: Charge upon theſe Societies is abſolutely 
falſe. It is allowed, that there have been 
ſome baſe and wicked Perſons (not en- 

' gag d,. or in the leaſt concerned in this 

a Work) who have extorted Money from Of. 

fenders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men. 

But all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted 
by theſe Societies, (who, it is well known, 

_ _-. have ſtrictly enquired after ſuch Perſons, 

and when diſcovered, have brought them 
+. to Puniſhment) nor do they know or be- 
lieve that any who are engag'd with them 
are chargeable with ſuch vile Practices. 
And to prevent as much as is poſlible, all 
SBͤufpicion of a mercenary Deſign or Prin- 
Tijple in any that act in the Buſineſs of Ro- 
Formation, the GENTLEMEN-concern'd have 
all along recommended and inſiſted upon 
it with their Friends, that thoſe who give 
Information againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, 
mould never receive that Part of the Pe- 
nalty which the Law allows the Inform- 
er; and it has not come to their Know- 
: ledge, that any ſuch E hath . o- 
SY | t er⸗ 
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therwiſe. However, if at any Time here- 
after it ſhould happen, that any Perſon, 
or Perſons, concern'd in this good Deſign, 
ſhould be chargeable with any of the evil 
Practices before-mentioned, or even with 
taking the Reward which the Law allows 
them ; it is humbly requeſted of all that 
are heartily concerned for the Intereſt of 
Religion, that they will give Notice there- 
of to any of the ſaid Societies. 
N. B. The Perſons concerned in this De- 
ſign, confine their Proſecutions to the 
Offences mention d in this Account. 


AND for the further preventing any Objec- 


tions from thoſe who are too much diſpos'd to 


raiſe them, againſt this neceſſary Work, that 
there is more Regard had to the Puniſhment, 
than to the Converſion of profane and vicious 
Perſons; it may not be improper to acquaint tlie 


World: That in Conjunction with the other 


pious . and proper Methods of Inſtruction, Ad- 


monition, and Reproof, the number of Books 


written and publiſhed for thoſe and the like 
Ends, and given away at their own Charge, 
are calculated at above Four hundred and 
forty" four Thouſand, ſeven Hundred and fifty. 
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RS Printed u Sud by M. DowninG, m 
Bartholomew-Cloſe, near Welt-Smithfield. 


E Hiſtory 10 * Baptiſm.” ln Two Puts. The firſt 
being an Pnpartial Collection of all fuch Paſſages in the 
Writers of the four firſt Centuries, as do make. for, or a- 
E it. The ſecond, containing ſeveral Things that do help to 
Muſtrate the ſaid Hiſtory. By W. Wall, D. D. The 98 Edi- 
tion, with large Additions. Price 105. 6 4. 
 ——— Defence of the Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm. Price 1 
The Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian Religion, confidere 
and explained; in order to retrieve and promote the Chriſtian Life, 
or that Holineſs without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Divi- 
ded into XXVI Chapters. One whereof being read eyery. Lord's 
Day and Holy-day, the whole will be read over thriee in the Year. 
By J. MarLETOr T, D. D. The Third Edition. Price 5 5. 
his Collection of Forms of Prayer. The Sixth Edit. Pr. 15. 
——— Wiſdom from Above: or, Conſiderations and Reflections 
| tending to explain, eſtabliſh, and promote the Chriſtian. Life, . 


The Third Edition reed Price 25. 


Chriftus Sacre Scripture Nucleus: or, Chriſt the Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of all the Holy Scriptures in the Old and New Teſtament. 


Written in German by AuGvsTus Hermannus Franck, Profeſ= 


for of. Divinity at Glaucha. "And now render'd into E 16115. With 
ſome Account of his Life. Price 3 5. 6 d. 
his Pietas Hallenſis : Being an Hiſtorical Narration of the 
wonderful Footſteps of Divine Providence, in cre 0 carrying 
on, and building the Orphan-Houſe, and other Charitable Atari 
at Glaucha near _ in Saxony, without any vifible Fund to * 
port it. Price : 
The New Auen. with References ſet under the Text i in 
Words at length: ſo that the parallel Texts may be ſeen at one 
view. To which are added, the Chronology, the Marginal Read- 
ings, and Notes chiefly on the difficult and miſtaken Texts of Scrip. 
ture. With many more References than .in any Edition of the Eng- 
liſh Bible. In Two Volumes. By Francis Fox, M. A. Price 12-5. 
Select Offices of Private Devotion, viz. I. An Office of Daily 
Devotion. II. An Office of Humiliation ; to be uſed on out Days 
of Retirement, for the more ſolemn Exerei of Repentance. III. An 
8 Office for the Lord's Day. IV. An Office for the Holy Commu- 
nion. With large Collections out of the Holy Scripture, | By Ri- 


cCcnARD HET, A.M. Price 45. 64. 


An Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Religious Socleties 
in the City of London, &c. By Jostan: WoopwarD, D. D. | 
The Fifth Edition. Price 15. 

The Young Man's Duty. A Diſcourſe ſhewing the Neceſſity of | 
Seeking the Lord betimes; as alſo, the Danger and Unreaſonableneſs 
of truſting to a late, or Death-bed Repentance. - By the Right Revd, 
Father in God, Rien Ax p, late Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells. T he 
Ninth Edition. Price 1s. 
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